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fo to do tt), °Usands of men who, in a desperate 


x to domin 
il, the broadcast was a tribute to 

fritish pacifists as well as to British 
i Ustice, But as a result of it, Euro- 

Mean youth may be better informed 
he the subject—officially—than is 
Titish youth, and it emphasises the 
ed foy similar information being 
Mi fiven to our boys, while still at 
ne “hool, regarding their right to re- 
Sister as COs when called up. 


jae understand, however, that the sub- 
Ser, may be dealt with soon in the Home 


“tvice series, “ This is The Law.” 

The broadcast opened with a description 
», the retreat of the British soldiers to 
“Unkirk, May 1940: 
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ou thm s0'| «Y; whose courage is unquestioned. But 


qutage is a quality that knows no boun- 
tes. The way is clear for the soldier. 
“But what of the men who—on this 
ime day—are involved in a_ spiritual 
quitle; a battle of conscience; men who 
thie? think it right to fight? Men lke 
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believe that I must live in a spirit 
of . 20es no injury to the life or the spirit 
bray man. My whole being revolts at the 
thay pect of taking part in war. I know 
that 1f I did so I should utterly destroy 
i) .¢ Moral principles by which I live ania, 
mo doing, destroy my spiritual self.” 

Ask How does one deal with such opinions?” 
“ra the Narrator. “The principle that 
St guide us is simple. Even with the 
Vinge’ S existence at stake such deep and 
A "re scruples must be respected.” And 
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PEACE NEWS 


For War-Resistance and World-Community 


BBC TELLS EUROPE 


ISH COs 


Will British listeners be told 
as much ? 


The Case of the British 


th these words began the BBC 
was No. 3 in the series ‘“ The Law 


Work,” and told Continental listeners “ How Britain dealt with the 


hour for the nation, felt it against 


at} their conscience to take up arms or take any part at all in the war.” 


he quoted Lord Beveridge in a war-time 
broadcast: 

“ Admission of the right of conscientious 
objection to war service is the extreme cise 
of British freedom. Nor have I any doubt 
that it makes Britain stronger in war 
rather than weaker. The apparent luss of 
manpower ... is no loss at all; resentful 
conscripts are sources of weakness.” 


But, the statement continued, granted 
the principle, the problem still remained. 
“In the 1914-18 war their forerunners 
had shown a spirit so sincere and un- 
quenchable that their example had im- 
pressed the British conscience. 


Admitting that this is a form of exemp- 
tion which “has puzzled or amused many 
of our foreign friends as an example of 
British illogicality,” the broadcast pro- 
ceeded to give a full account of the whole 
procedure of the law, with the constitution 
and functions of the Tribunals, the regis- 
tration, the different grades of exemption, 
from the man who receives absolute exemp- 
tion to the man whose exemption is refused. 


What the Quaker said 


Then follow a series of imaginery cases, 
describing the personnel of the Tribunal 
and quoting the applicant’s statement and 
the questions and answers of the discussion. 


The first is a Quaker, “nervous but 
determined,” who reads his statement: 
“As a Christian pacifist I believe that 
all war is morally wrong and fundamen- 
tally opposed to the spirit and teaching 
of Christ. ... Similarly I regard all non- 
combatant service in forces as an integral 
part of the war and I cannot under any 
circumstances accept. .. .” 

He added that he could not even under- 
take agriculture as an alternative. An 
MP appeared as witness to the applicant’s 
sincerity, and after more questions the 
Tribunal granted absolute exemption. 


The Narrator then explained that most of 
the applicants.claimed on religious grounds, 
some on humanitarian, ethical or rational 
grounds while others were political—Irish 
Nationalists, National Socialists, “and, 


until Russia entered the war, a number of | 


Communists.” 

A case was then given of a_political CO 
who had been rejected by the Tribunal and 
was appealing against the decision to the 
Appellate Tribunal. 


Questions were put to him: “ What is 


the alternative to the acceptance of Nazi 
aggression 7”... “If you were a German 
you would not be able to sit at a table like 


lthis with the right to be guided by your 


conscience” .. . “ You have that freedom 
here. Where else will you find it in the 
world today ?”... 


The individual decides 


“But the objector remains unconvinced. 
Stolidly he puts his case—‘ It is my con- 
viction that the use of force is justified 
only if on balance it will save human life 
and prevent suffering. I cannot say I 
would oppose all wars... .’” 

That man, the broadcast proceeded, was 
registered for non-combatant duties; and it 
added that there were some whose appeal 
was dismissed, but who “ defied the findings 
of both local and appellate tribunals.” 

Theirs, it said, “ was a lonely battle, in- 
spiritual suffering,” 
leading to a short prison sentence from 
which, however, they were usually dis- 
charged from the forces on the recommen- 
dation of a specially constituted tribunal. 


Concluding, the broadcast said: “ Pas- 
sions run high in war. However impartial 
the Tribunals tried to be there may have 
been injustices ... Yet these injustices were 
small beside the importance of the decision 
to recognise the right of objection. 

“Its implications mean nothing less 
than that the final judgment on partici- 
pation in war is made not by the State 
but by the individual.” 

Lead-out: “ You have been listening to 
the Case of the British Conscientious | 
Objector by James Kinross.” 


March 31, 1950 _ 


THREEPENCE 


PPU’s 


CENTRAL HALL PEACE DEMONSTRATION 


World changes depend on 
determined minorities 


““T believe that in our fellowship at this moment we may bring to 
pass a measure of union within this divided world.”—Michael Tippett. 


HYS DAVIES and Emrys Hughes, the two pacifist MPs, speaking at 


the Peace Pledge Union’s demonstration at the 


Central Hall, 


Westminster, last Monday, were warmly applauded for their vigorous 


and constant stand against militarism in the House of Commons. 


On the 


platform with them were Mrs. Leah Manning, Sybil Morrison, Michael 


Tippett and Stuart Morris. 


“War, like other manifestations of 
human evil, can only be eliminated by 
a revoluntary change in standards, 
exemplified by a minority large 
enough to influence the majority,” 
said Vera Brittain, on opening the 
meeting, ‘“ and it is our job to create 
that minority.” 


Studying 17th century history in connec- 
tion with her book on John Bunyan, she 
had been struck by what a small handful 
of men they were who began the great 
movement which won freedom of worship. 


_ Today we pacifists were engaged in a 
similar struggle—trying to win freedom 
from fear. 


This century had seen three outstanding 
accomplishments, all of which had been pro- 
nounced impossible by the. majority. There 
was the suffrage movement, started by a 
very small number of women; it had suc- 
ceeded. There was the Labour Party, 
which began with a handful of men led by 
Keir Hardie and was now the majority 
party. Then there was the liberation of 
India, achieved by the genius of Gandhi 
and his few followers. 


How the impossible is achieved 


She concluded by quoting the sayings of 
two great men. It was John Wesley who 
used these words “ Give me one hundred 
men who fear nothing but God, nothing but 
sin, and have the love of Jesus in their 
hearts, and with them I can move the 
world.” Today in our larger societies we 
need more than a hundred men and women 
to conquer war, but we could do it with a 
few thousands. So we ask you who are 
here to join with us and help to make that 
number. t 


The other saying was from the Dedicatory 
Epistle to Man and Superman by Bernard 
Shaw “This is the true joy in life, the 
being used for a purpose recognised by 
yourself as a mighty one.” “It is mighty 
purpose—perhaps the mightiest that this 
generation could offer to which we summon 
you tonight. We ask you to join us and 
help us to realise it,” said Vera Brittain. 


Rhys Davies said that, as a Welshman, 
he was 50 years old before he learnt 
English, but he still had to learn the mean- 
ing of the word ‘“ Defence.” 

That week in Parliament he had again 
heard the argument that the way to pre- 
vent war was to arm to the teeth. His 


answer was that as long as governments 
provided the weapons there would always 
be militarists to pull the trigger. 

He had read the history of wars and 
chieftains 


learnt that centuries ago the 


Vera Brittain was in the Chair. 


were always quarrelling. But in those days 
the chieftains did the fighting and the lads 
carried the bread and cheese and beer to 
the front line. Today, the quarrelling 
chieftains were all safe behind the lines 
while the lads did their dirty work for 
them. If people would put the responsi- 
bility for the fighting upon those who made 
the quarrels there would be no wars. 


Cosh—no; atom bomb—yes 


_Emrys Hughes gave an amusing but sig- 
pean description of the current defence 
ebate. 


While the Lords were being indignant 
about the cosh, he, said, the Commons 
were discussing how to provide the planes 
which would presumably drop atom 
bombs. 


Pacifists were called unpractical, but it 
was the military experts who were the real 
sentimentalists, the incurable romanticists. 
They were still thinking in terms of the 
last war but one. They wouldn’t face up 
to the facts of atomic war but went on 
discussing territorials after Lord Tren- 
chard had warned them the next war might 
start with ten million casua]ties or even 
twenty million, 


Russia wasn’t the only country with an 
Iron Curtain. You found it here whenever 
you tried to find owt the cost of a battle- 
ship or whether there were any atom bombs 
in this country. 


Only answer to total war 


Stuart Morris, General Secretary of 
PPU, said the present time wads ete 
called the “ day of crisis,” for that meant 
“judgment.” Today we were being called 
to judgment; the H-bomb exemplified the 
truth of the eternal law—‘ As ye sow, so 
ye shall reap.” 


The question was not—could we afford 
the physical risk of war, but—could we 
afford the spiritual risk of losing our souls 
in the attempt to save our skins ? 


The only answer to total war was abso- 
lute peace. They did not minimise the con- 
sequences of their action in renouncing all 
war, for they knew it was a revolution, 


Leah Manning said that whether 
Mr. Churchill’s Election proposal ie” 
meeting with Stalin was a stunt, at least 
he had his ear to the ground and reflected 
what the people were most concerned about 


Statesmen were without imagination. 
They kept saying War way neither neces- 
sary nor inevitable, but if you asked for 
practical steps all they could say was 
that the best defence was to be 
heavily armed. The face of Europe was 


(Continued on page six) 
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TARNISHED 
NOBILITY 


| aes week the Press reported 
4 Mr. Strachey as follows (we 
quote the Manchester Guardian) : 


“He wants the profession of arms 
restored in public favour; he wants 
it to attain the status in the public 
mind of a noble calling.” 


The first thing to say about that curious 
aspiration is that it shows how far back- 
wards this nation—even when ruled by 
Socialists—has travelled towards militarism 
since we fought the first of the wars to end 
it. 

If those words were not printed in a 
paper notable for its correctness one might 
suspect some unhappy error by which 
opinions had been attributed to an English 
Socialist MP which had really been uttered 
by Kaiser Wilhelm or Adolf Hitler. 


For they express an ideology which we 
all thought had long ago ceased to travel 
further West than the Rhine. 


* 


We have been accustomed to associating 
the adulation of militarism with men like 
Mr. Churchill; and in such men we excuse 
it. They are, we say, of an older genera- 
tion; of a type of romanticist that is dying 
out—men who think nostalgically in terms 
of the past and prolong the poetic idealisa- 
tion of war against the realities of the 


present. And we. tolerantly say—leave! 
them to the dreams of their second 
adolescence. 


But it is almost incredible to think that 
this time the sentiments are those of a man 


very much of the present—one of the, 


youngest Cabinet Ministers; a _ highly 
educated, intellectual Socialist and, but a 
few years back, an idealist in many ways 
ahead of his generation. 


se 


We do nat believe John Strachey reaily 
enjoys the idea of glamourising the trade 
of professional killer. We believe he is 
moved to such expressions by a feeling of 


Seretse: 


Violence and the law: 


Trygve Lie’s appeal 


A Commentary by ROY SHERWOOD 


HE Tribune, which is often more 

energetic and impulsive in its 
comments on current affairs than 
objective, has succeeded in producing 
greater wisdom on _ the _ Seretse 
trouble than anyone else. 


In a long article on the subject in its 
issue of March 17, it does full justice to the 
difficulties of the British Government with- 
out either denying that it has blundered 
badly or falling into an easy tirade against 
the dangers of mixed marriages in general 
and the exceptional dangers of this one in 
particular. 


The mixed marriage problem 


NYONE with half a grain of sense can 

see that, as contacts between young 
people of different races go on increasing 
under modern conditions and cultural levels 
and interests coming closer one to another, 
the number of mixed marriages will grow, 
whatever may be said against them, 
wrongly or rightly. And, as their fre- 
quency increases, the world will have to 
find a solution to yet another new problem 
or suffer from one more mass maladjust- 
ment. 

For behind the largely political issue of 
this particular marriage there stands the 
great problem of miscegenation, the study 
of which has not progressed, so far, much 
beyond a number of vague generalisations, 
mostly based upon facts collected, not 
always without prejudice, from thousands 
of unions all contracted in thoroughly un- 
favourable conditions. 

As long as the issue of mixed marriage’ 
suffers from all the handicaps of past and 
present prejudices, it is not likely to pro- 
gress to its optimum development. 

Undeniable, on the other hand, is that 
the prospect of a mixed-blood successor to 
Seretse cannot be treated as a minor 
matter, not from the viewpoint of the 
Whites, but from that of his own subjects. 

The details of his dealings with his uncle, 
with the vicar of St. George’s, Campden 
Hill, with the Bishop of London and the 
Colonial Office are all unimportant to this 
wider question. Nor does it matter much 
whether the Tribune is right, as I cer- 
tainly. think it is, in believing that the 
British Government is not siding with the 
South African Government in its reac- 
tionary racial policy, but trying to 
strengthen the more liberal-minded General 
Smuts, 


What of political honesty 


NLY one thing is of real importance— 
on two levels. On the higher of the 
two, with which the pacifist is most con- 
cerned, whether the Government’s course 
of action has been, and is, honest beyond the 


necessity, due to his sharing, with most 
men, the faith in evil means to achieve 
good ends. 


But however much we’may deplore this 
reactionary and anachronistic statement, 
we may be sure of one thing: he will never 
get what he wants. 


That feeling of necessity which we guess 
probably moved him was the undercurrent 
of the whole of the recent defence debate, 
and related to the frankly admitted failure 
of the recruiting campaign. 


Whether there ever was any connection 
between recruiting statistics and the 
nobility of arms is doubtful. The chief aid 
to recruiting seems generally to have been 
unemployment, and now that is tempor- 
arily negligible, only legal compulsion can 
call the nation’s manhood to the grand old 
flag. . 

% 


* The glamourisation of the fighting man is 
gone for ever. It is too late to revive it. 


The picture conjured up by the phrase 
“profession of arms” has fantastically 
changed it. It is no longer that of a band 
of red-coated heroes standing four-square 
to overwhelming numbers or extended to a 
thin red line. 


That old picture has literally gone up 
in the air; and even the least imaginative 
cannot forget that the “ noble calling ” now 
includes the occasional duty of tearing 
women’s and children’s bodies to pieces or 
burning them alive. 


The natural attraction of modern youfh 
to mechanical contrivances and the still 
novel thrill of aeronautics may partly veil 


_ the background of these horrors. 


But it cannot disguise as noble a method 
of indiscriminate slaughter and torture of 
which our grandfathers would have refused 


Ba to believe their grandsons capable. 


Modern war calls for as much heroism 
as ever, perhaps even more. But the finest 
monuments to it look small beside the heaps 


that were Rotterdam and Hiroshima. 


possibility of doubt. Let everyone answer 
| that for himself. My own answer, to leave 
no doubt on that subject, is No. 


HE belief dies hard that the man 


who is directed ‘by his conscience 
to “contract out” of evil social 
‘activities thereby disclaims all res- 
ponsibility for social and_ political 
organisation. It should be realised, 
rather, that only by taking the ap- 
parently negative step of refusing to 
be an instrument for evil can a well- 
intentioned man or woman begin to 
visualise the full potentialities of his 
1 power for good. 


Pacifists if they are to be taken seriously, 
must regard themselves as the custodians of 
justice, no less than the army and the police 
force. They do not deny the fact of aggres- 
sion, or of injustice, and they recognise 
their duty to oppose them by the strongest 
forces available. Gandhi, and a few other 
great men before him, believed that the 
strongest forces are truth and love. And 
,out of this conviction there has evolved a 
method of resistance to evil which relies 
upon these forces, and is therefore non- 
violent and creative. 
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Violent resistance on a national scale 
always victimises the innocent. Usually it 
| also recoils upon its users. Non-violent 
resistance, whether it takes the form of 
peaceful non-co-operation or makes conces- 
sions to the point of complete self- 
| abnegation, has the willingness to suffer as 
its touchstone. Suffering in faith, without 
‘retaliation and without submission to evil, 
is the way of non-violent resistance. 


Certain sections of the community have 
always been unable to enforce their rights 
by violence; in every nation those in 
authority and not the workers have had the 
army at their disposal; women have never 

| been able to rely on physical force to up- 


On the politician’s level of expediency, 
with which the Tribune also deals, the 
question is one of consequences. Without 
pleasing anyone, our Government has upset 
Seretse’s 100,000 people as well as every 
inhabitant of Indian or Pakistan origin in 
South Africa. 


So far from removing it to greater dis- 
tance, it has thus brought the question of 
South Africa’s possible secession from the 
Commonwealth nearer. For, if this country 
cannot afford to quarrel with South Africa, 
it can afford even less to do so with the 
people of South-Eastern Asia. It was not 
worth our while to pursue an “ expediency ” 


Peace - doves B29 


Me. JOHNSON, the United States 
Secretary for Defence, states that 
the Superfortresses “ should prove har- 
bingers of peace because they are 
symbols of strength, and peace today 
is possible only through strength.” On 
this assumption, therefore, the bigger 
and better bombers that Russia (or any 
other country) produces, the more we 
shall be able to believe in her will for 
peace. Such a situation is ludicrous in 
itself, even though it may be an 
attempt to justify America’s effort to 
solve her unemployment problems by 
supplying Europe with arms, and at 
the same time using these countries as 
a springboard for “defence” against 
possible attack. 


History, especially during the present 
century, has proved conclusively that 
vast armament programmes do_ not 
preserve peace. ‘There is already an 
overabundance of armed strength in 
the world. What is needed is a tre- 
mendous increase of moral strength 
which will help to improve relations 
between nations. 

—H. GORDON HARGREAVES, 


in the Manchester Guardian, 
March 24, 1950. 


policy in order to land ourselves in a posi- 
tion in which we become liable to lose all 
the benefits likely to remain with us as the 
resuit of our enlightened, if tardy 
liberalism in the East. 


Violence remains violence 


T was to be expected that there would be 

a vast outcry for the re-introduction 

of corporal punishment. Statistics will 
never convince people when “ their blood is 
up.” Even a great luminary of the legal 
profession has just confused the issue by 
declaring that ‘statistics showing lower 
totals of attacks with violence are no con- 
solation to the people who have been 
attacked.” Consolation to victims, we 


might have thought, had by this time be 
come a minor factor in the assessment ° 
punishment. The simple truth behind this 
agitation is that not only the evil-doers bi 
also their victims have become more bloody: 
minded under the influence of war. : 
whole point is missed if lack of discipliné 
among children during the war years ® 
always trotted out as the main reason {oF 
the ready use of the cosh. Specifically, t 
is the glorification of deeds of violence | 
our own men and the unlimited cultivatio® 
of man’s capacity for hatred, that a 
responsible. And violence remains violent 
whether used in attack, in defence—or 
ptlaishment. 


Law should surmount impulse 


It may be natural that the victim of # 

brutal attack, himself or herself no &; 
ception to the all-round intensification % 
violent urges, should want the culprit % 
be punished by sufferings similar to thos? 
he has inflicted. But it is precisely becaus? 
the progress-retarding effects of this kind 
of “justice” were realised ages ago tha 
individual and clan avenging-action Ww 
stopped. 


To justify its slowness, its staggering 
costliness and its rightly privileged pos! 
tion, the machinery of criminal judicatul® 
must work far above the level of perso? 
impujses solely for the good of the com 
munity. When that has, in the exercl® 
of its political functions, itself cause 
general lowering of many people’s sta” 
dards, it has no right to punish them more 
severely for their misdeeds as a matter 7 
moral right. It can do so only if it can 
clearly demonstrated that the particu 
excess punishment proposed will prove 
effective as a quick remedy, and even the? 
can do so only as a matter of unfortun4 
expediency. Moral indignation about ty 
present outbreak of cosh attacks is utterY 
out of place. 


Hopeful news from USA 


"PSHE week's best item of news is that the 
USA Secretary of State, Dean Aches 
has not*flatly turned down the suggestion ° 
the United Nations Secretary-General, Mr- 
Trygvie Lie, for “ periodic top-level meet 
ings of the Security Council.” . 
The most important word in all this § 
“ periodic,” because, as Mr. Lie explalm. 
in his press conference on March 21, Me 
he had in mind was not a meeting conv 
to deal with any particular complaint ©) 
ferred to the Council by the Gene 
Assembly, but a kind of meeting prov? ns 
for by the statutes of the United Nat! 
Organisation, “at which members ¢@? ‘ 
represented by their Foreign Ministe (» 
even the Heads of their Government® 
Nothing may come of it, but every obse Mr. 
of international affairs knows what — 
Trygve Lie has in mind. 
3 = 


By GWYNETH ANDERSON 


hold them against masculine brutality or 
tyranny. And yet the human rights of 
these sections of the community are no 
longer questioned. The public sense of | 
justice has been appealed to and there has | 
peen a response. 


+ 


Before this can be achieved there 
always suffering. The way of the Tolpuddie 
martyrs was hard. the way of the suttra- 
gettes, wno exposed themseives to suffering 
lar in excess of any inconvenience they in- | 
tlicted upon others, was not easy. 


is| p 
la recent sermon by the Rev. 


The way | 


ot the nation, or that section of a nation, | 
which substitutes non-violent resistance for | 
war, national or civil, will certainly be: 


hard and the duration of the struggle long. 


to follow. The use of the way of non- 
violent resistance depends upon an inner 
attitude resulting only from a conscience 
which is alive to the reality of the changing 
situation. Today, it may dictate co- 
operation, even with an evil regime, in some 
action which is shown to be in itself good. 
Tomorrow, no matter what promise of 
future benefit may be held out, absolute 


steadfastness in refusal may be necessary. | 


Intuition through love is the only guide. 


No other way offers hope. A modern 
war, whether fought to protect the rights 
of a small nation or an idea, must prove 
itself a total failure. When the smoke 
clears away the victor, looking for those 
whom he wished to protect, will find them 
dead among the vanquished. And many of 
his own cherished rights, of freedom, 
economic security and pegce of mind and 
conscience, will have perished with them. 

For the non-violent resister, watchful, 
untiring examination of every step of the 
way is essential. It may mean steadfast- 


: f . , it be that you are afraid to be 4 
One thing is certain, there are no rules | 


NON-VIOLENT -RESISTANCE 


ness in comradeship to the point of rea 
tance unto death. But while there, of 
human rights to be defended and 4 St8%% ig 
equality in peace to be worked for, * 


the only right and effective way. 
i 


A FINE EFFORT inte 


"THOSE readers who have been responyard 
for the fine response to the FO" act 
und and the increase in circulatiO™ | in 
week were surely the people referred x 
€ 
Bower, of Madison, Conn., USA, when 
said: 

“If your vision of a world at 
fading before your eyes and you 
abqut the United Nations and is, 
accomplishments towards this e"4: 


yourself? Could it be that the 
failing because you are failing t 
proper share of responsibility? 
“There are many today who P 
refuse to give up the vision of 
real brotherhood among peoples. . 
lieve that peace and brotherhood) (os 3 . 
more than the platitudes of preac ossibl 
politicians; they believe they 3°? ~ 
goals.” y 
Thank you for the past fortn! 
effort. rib ution® 
Can we from now on keep cont Je*' 
to the Fund above the £15 4." ies oF 
and street-sellers: can you pus “oe 
the 10,000 mark before the 5-P 
is launched? 
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Contributions since Mare id 

Total for 1950: £103 6s. i ae 

Please make cheques, ete» 
Peace News Ltd., and address therac 
Accountant, Peace News, 4 
Road, N.4. 


He was 
109 
nilly ce le 


NV. 


iis time be 
sessment 0 
behind this 
il-doers but 
iore bloody 
war. Tae 
f discipline 
ir years 
reason for 
scitically, 1b 
violence bY 
cultivation 

that are 
ns violencer 
nce—or ™ 


Ise 
‘ictim of # 
‘self no e% 
fication of 
culprit © 
ir to th 
sly because 
’ this kim 
3 ago 
ction was 
staggering 
eged pos! 
judicature 
f personal 
the com 
e exercis® 
caused 


ull this © 
explained 
21, whe 
convened 
plaint. 
. Generé 
e provided 
1 Nations 
3 can 

nisters 
rnmen re 


. |Vicar starts H-Bomb fast | 


“WE MUST NOT DRIFT INTO WAR” 


‘THs is not an individual act of fanaticism ” said the Rev. R. S. S,. Waterson, vicar 


(y 


of St. Augustine with St. Andrew, Bexhill, who started a fast on Passion Sunday 
“arch 26), to call attention to the need for a National Committee to negotiate with 


sia and America to outlaw the Hydrogen Bomb . 


igie was addressing a meeting of about 
~ People, called last week to explain and 
md Support for his plan, the first phase 
» Which will last a fortnight, ending on 
“ister Sunday. If at the end of that 
wd there has been no official reaction, 
=" Waterson will call another meeting to 
“Seuss further steps to be taken. 


It his cali the vicar asked all Christian 
tye’ to cease work and begin a solemn 


Until the National Committee has been 
“ormed. 


Daring the meeting the vicar announced 
Yee he intended writing to the Prime 
Mister outlining his scheme, but follow- 
“6 discussion it was agreed to delete the 
Mtase “ cease work ” from the communica- 
nu) several members, while expressing 
ver full sympathy with the vicar’s cal, 
mee of the opinion that without these 
tds the Vicar's case would be infinitely 
‘onger, 


1 {oies of the letter are to be sent to the 
hbishops of Canterbury and York. 


4 A - 
Write to Premier ” appeal 


xf Pople in sympathy with Mr. Waterson’s 
leMe were asked to send postcards to the 

«Me Minister on which were written: 
4ydrogen Bomb; National Committee.” 


Deo ne vicar told the meeting that those 
th: Bie who could not undergo a strict fast 
yd show their sympathy by carrying out 
‘imple Lenten fast. 

lr. Waterson said: “This is not an indivi- 
, 8ct of fanaticism nor something which 
if Mdividual is conjuring’ up _to make 
lines about. In any case there is nothing 
[yatieal about fasting. From the letters 
ee received I have evidence that there 


Nine Pallister at Bideford & Okehampton 


|THE PRICE OF PEACE 


HEE Mayor of Bideford (Mr. A. K. 
hee hope) was in the chair at a public 
Migs NE in the Town Hall addressed by 
nf Minnie Pallister, a prominent member 
the Peace Pledge Union. 


a ie speaker built up an impressive mass 
acts, but even more impressive were the 
considerations. 


‘teen audience, impelled to attend by the 
thay UCY of present dangers, were shown 
hy 21 the ways of preventing wars have 
hey tried and failed except one: the firm 
ten Uciation of it and refusal to use arma- 
Nie as bargaining power. Renunciation 
‘ be the first step. 


If you want war, said Miss Pallister, 


You Need not do a thing. It will be ar- 
mee for you, and when it arrives you 


of , Pay any price, even to the sacrifice 

Jo your dearest; but if you want peace 

a must face the endless study of other 

tones of mankind, learn the springs of 

mtuct, master the dry details of econo- 

Rene and curb your own fears and un- 
: frous impulses, 


hag Playing a copy of the pacifist weekly, 
i \* News, the speaker commended it as 
newspaper, dealing with world 
a sober, adult way yet being fresh 
, readable, 


‘Use; Nt 50 were present, and a lively dis- 
hyp followed. It showed varied out- 
fa,’ Out, in general a friendly if cool sym- 
uri With PrU ideals. Lieut.-Commander 
Hay otrell proposed a vote of thanks to the 
» ? and the speaker. 


Piittle-interest in peace 


p Tessing a meeting organised by the 
aig? Pledge Union at Okehampton on the 
Rig we Friday, Miss Minnie Pallister, 
ar too many people today were in- 

le in anything but peace. Their atti- 
May. Was that there were worse things than 


Mw 

There is nothing worse than war that 
Mics NOt come as a resu§t of war,” declared 
Mog Pallister. People today are not 
% th Of war, Jeast of all the soldiers who 
ble 't fighting. It is not the fine or 
alin hing it was in the past. Today, the 
‘ty 18 ts that it is still a regrettable neces- 

“OWever evil.” 


et 8 Pallister said it remained for them 
w&t 22d find another way out. In the 
Ie, Pea has been a genuine desire to keep 
tf se 0? but up to now we have failed 
ty Or We find it may mean the alteration 
: Day Whole life. The great price we have 
i tat to view the whole world as one 
oh socicn be prepared to accept any 
te tr, octal order which will give to our 
' ote rend sisters all over the world, the 
Relyeg wefes and rights we ask for 


Wetyon Pallister said she believed that if 


th, that ,eMcentrated for one whole week 
Mea, Worla fat object of world brotherhood, 

| «tha, ; Would achieve more towards 
The a," 't had done in 60 years. 


thy eet (Ald. W. H. Passmore) said 
He tub jegmaRy people gave lip-service to 
- the"lder tent Peace, few were prepared to 
‘public © responsibility of placing before 
| Noted Something which had come to be 
Drege enue Unpopular. The peace that 
lon 3, T€ Was that which found its ex- 
Service. 


hy 
ang in 


is a deep feeling not only in this country 


but also in America among Christians who | 


share our concern at the drift towards 
atomic war and the ultimate use of the 
Hydrogen Bomb. 


“TI single out the H-Bomb as the sum- 
mit of worldly evils which we must 
abolish altogether or control.” 

“T have chosen to start this movement 
in Bexhill because, among other reasons, 
J believe there are more Christians in this 
town to the acre than anywhere else in 
England—or at least professing Christians. 
But from all parts of the country, from 
farmworkers, factory hands and housewives 
I have had messages of sympathy and 
support, 


Response to call “amazing ” 


“There has been too much talk already 
about the need for action in this vital mat- 
ter. The time for talking is over and we 
must now act. 


“My proposal is not prompted out of 
fear or panic, but we cannot allow ourselves 
to drift into a situation in which war is 
inevitable.” 

Mr. Waterson told a reporter after the 
meeting that he regarded the response to 
the meeting as “amazing.” He had not 
expected to see so many people present. 


_“Educate young people in peacemaking” 


FoR’s MERSEYSIDE 
CONFERENCE 


H UGH FAULKNER, Organising Secre- 

tary of the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion, addressed an annual area conference 
on Saturday evening, March 11, at Friends’ 
Meeting House, Warrington. He was intro- 
duced to members from Warrington and 
district, Wigan, Crosby, Liverpoo] and Bir- 
kenhead, by the chairman of Warrington 
and district group of the FoR, Ronald Eve- 
leigh. 

Mr, Faulkner, speaking about “ Christ 
and World Order,” stressed that only 
through the Church did he consider world 
unity could be achieved. He expressed a 
belief that “world disorder today is so 
grave that nothing less than a revolution- 
ary approach to the whole situation is going 
to have the slightest effect.” 


He recalled that Christ showed, in His 
life and death, that the defeat of evil could 
only come through the practice of its oppo- 
site qualities — goodness and love. “ As 
Christians,” he continued, “we are called 
upon to live in this situation of a disorderly 
world—not to escape from it.” 


No easy way to world unity 


He spoke of the world’s need for confi- 
dence and unity. There was no blue-print 
for peace and no easy way to world-unity; 
but Mr. Faulkner said a Christian world- 
community would be concerned with the 
whole order of society, so that social jus- 
tice might be achieved; it would seek to dis- 
cover what was involved in a society not 
based on arms; and would concern itself 
about the education of young people in the 
realms of peace-making. 


A discussion followed, during which Mr. 
Faulkner described the Fellowship’s holiday 
conferences for young people. He and Mr. 
F. Williams, Area Secretary for Greater 
vena also spoke of the need for more 

unds, 


Abolish all war weapons 


Speaking at Wellingborough, Northamp- 
tonshire, on Tuesday, March 21, Hugh 
Faulkner criticised those who would ban 
the H-bomb but who would allow destruc- 
tion by other war-like means to continue. 


Mr. Faulkner had as _ his subject, “The 
way to world unity ” and said that the Fel- 
lowship stood not for the prevention of 
wars but their abolition. 


Slavery and factory reforms, in their 
day, had been the problems of the age. The 
real problem of the present age was the 
abolition of war, 


Mr. Faulkner continued, “ We live in a 
world which is a physical unit already, 
science has made it so” and he quoted the 
example of the Comet jet airliner flying to 
Copenhagen in a hundred minutes. 


Despite this, however, there was. still 
disunity among nations and before there 
coutd be a semblance of world government 
there must be world community. 


Don’t be afraid of Communism 


He appealed that those with pacifist in- 
terests at heart should not be afraid of 
Communism as “most of our fellow 
Christians are,” for he thought that the 
reason that Communism was _ becoming 
popular was because it had the abolition of 
war as one of its ideals, 


“ We shall disagree,” said Mr. Faulkner, 
“with its methods of violence and coercion 
to achieve its object. We cannot escape 


Rites “Allister was supported by Mr. , it8 challenge at that level.” 


Miter fechairmante Devons apd 
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l area ‘of the PPU. 


The chair was taken by the Rev. Edward 
Smalley of Kettering. 
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GUILTY MEN | 


HO is to blame for the 

hydrogen bomb? Not the 
scientist, says Dr. Joad, sum- 
ming up a recent correspondence 
in the News Chronicle. 


Science, he points out, is concerned 
with means rather than ends. We 
have made it the scapegoat for our 
collective guilt. 


“As well blame the soldier who 
fires or the steel manufacturer who 
makes the shell, as the chemist who 
devises the explosives with which it 
is filled; as well censure the airman 
who drops the bomb as the phycist 
who makes it.” 

The moral responsibility of each 
individual is also stressed by the 
American Christian Century. Lacking 
this sense, it suggests, men are like 
devil-gods and religion loses its mean- 
ing. Only the Quakers were putting 
forward specific proposals to resolve 
our dilemma. What, it asks, can the 
plain citizen do when all others deny 
responsibility ? 


Alternatives 
E can organise resistance 
against annihilation by 


conscientious objection, says the 
New York “ Alternative.” 

He can refuse to pay war-taxes. 
U.S. tax refusers issued an eve-of- 
payment statement on March 14 call- 
ing on all citizens to 
stop their part in 
the bomb-buildmg 
and spray-manufac- 
ture. They state: 
“The act of syste- 
matically burning 
or blasting to bits 
communities of men, 
women and children 
is to us the most 
hideous form of bar- 
barism in which men have ever par- 
ticipated ... No declaration of war 
by Congress or other similar govern- 
mental pressures can move us from 
our determination to take no part in 
such unspeakable atrocities.” 


Women, too 


OMEN have a special part 
to play. “Mothers against 
War” (117 Nassau Street, New 
York) organised a petition for 
presentation to President Tru- 
man on Mothers’ Day this year. 


_ Signatories were pledged to do all 
in their power ‘to persuade our sons 
and daughters to refuse to take part 
in war, or in any phase of the mili- 
tarisation of America. In making this 
pledge, we hope to set an example for 
mothers throughout America, Russia 
and every country of the world.” 


These universal sentiments are 
echoed from the other side of the 
“iron curtain”: 


“T am not a politician. 
a public functionary. I am only a 
simple woman. My child was mur- 
dered during the war; so were my 
mother, my friend, and many others 
dear to my heart... . 


“Simple people can live only in 
peace. Simple people want to build, 
not to destroy. Simple people want 
to be happy. I am a simple woman 
I hate war, I hate force, I hate lies. 


“T want justice. I love peace. I 
want to be able to work in peace 
for the rood of my fellow-men, and 
for my own happiness.” 


—Mrs. Ewa Szelburg-Zarembina, 
Polish novelist and children’s 
author. 


Human Rights 


E French Section of Inter- 

national Voluntary Service 

for Peace has submitted the fol- 

lowing resolution to the Human 

Rights Commission of the 
United Nations: 


There shal] be added to article 18 
of the draft of the International Cove- 
nant on Human Rights (liberty of 
conscience) a new paragraph in these 
terms: “Anyone whose religious be- 
liefs or deep convictions forbid him to 
participate either directly or in- 
directly in armed conflict shall, in 
countries where there is compulsory 
military service, be guaranteed the 
right to perform a civilian service in 
place of service with the armed 
forces.” 


Conscientious objection is already 
recognised in Australia, Canada, 
Denmark, U.S. Finland, Britain, 
Israel, Norway, New Zealand, Nether- 
lands, Sweden. 

The principle was proclaimed as 
early as 1523 by Spanish Dominican 
Francisco de Vittoria, one of the 
founders of International Law, who 
stated: “A subject has the right and 
even the duty to refuse military ser- 
vice ordered by his sovereign if he is 
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convinced that in accepting such ser- 
vice he would be acting against the 
dictates of his conscience.” 


Atom Convention ? 


AILING effective action by 
the UN Commission, world- 
government supporters suggest 
that the proposed People’s 
World Convention in 1951 might 
provide a suitable forum for the 
election of a  supra-national 
authority to establish atomic 
contro] by a system of world 
law. 
Delegates would be specially chosen 
to work out a solution between the 
opposing powers. 


Registered supporters of the Cru- 
sade for World Government in this 


country now total 15,000. Federal 
Union has about 2,500 paying 
members, 

A youth organisation has been 


formed in Hamburg, “Junge Welt- 
burger,” to educate youth for world- 
citizenship and the establishment of a 
World Federation, 


Forgotten Saint 


A RESOLUTION from the London 
+™ Gandhi Society records that the 
second anniversary of Mahatma’s 
death passed without notice from 
India House or the 
India League. 

It deplores the 
celebrations of “ In- 
dependence,” in view 
of the_ miseries 
caused by partition 
—an act which is 
said to have broken 
Gandhi’s heart be- 
fore the _ bullet 
pierced his body— 
and quotes a leading article from the 
Manchester Guardian. 


“ After his death India has shown 
with really indecent speed that in 
international relations, it is im- 
pelled by the same motives as other 
sovereign Powers. History is full 
of examples of the rapid abandon- 
ment of a saint’s ideals by his dis- 
ciples, even while they cover their 
actions with his name.” 


AB for Peace 


NAR. SAM WALSH, President of 
e the Bolton branch of the British 
Limbless Ex-Servicemen’s Associa- 
tion, has been making friendly contact 
with the war-disabled all over Europe. 
He spoke last year to 1,500 Germans 
in a Hamburg cinema and gave a 
broadcast address at the University. 
He writes in the report of his associa- 
tion: “ There is a fraternity of war- 
disabled, unconcerned as to caste, 
colour, creed or country, which has so 
much in common that it can forget all 
else in friendly and sympathetic 
greeting: of its fellows.” 

Sam Walsh is also an active mem- 
ber of the .PPU and has contributed 
articles to Peace News. 


Community v. Cosh 


"INHE closing-down of the Peckham 
Pioneer Health Centre through 
lack of funds marks a further stage 
in the disruption of ‘peaceful society 
and the unleashing of violent crime. 
An American visitor, Rev. Robert 
Morris, who spent some months work- 
ing at the Centre, has recorded his 
views in the Peckham _ Bulletin. 
Stressing the value to young people 
of sharing in social activities he says: 
“Tt is for this reason that the con- 
scription of the 18-year-old men 
strikes me as a vicious social policy 
that weakens the country at its 
family roots. For the conscript way 
in the barracks is irreconcilable with 
the family in the home. Not only 
does conscription leave a gap in the 
Centre, it leaves gaps in the lives of 
the men who are conscripted and in 
the young women who cannot help 
but be affected by their going. ... In 
the barracks sex is a selfish, physical, 
aggressive expression which often has 
more to do with_the relief of anxiety 
than with love.” 


Youth Conference 


THE Fellowship of Reconciliation 
* will hold its international Youth 
Holiday Conference this summer at 
The School, Malvern Link, from July 
29 te Aug. 5. 

Young people between the ages of 
15 and 25 are invited, and it is hoped 
that non-pacifists will share in the 
discussions to be led by Dr. Malcolm 
Joseph-Mitchell, General Secretary of 
the League of Coloured Peoples, Rev. 
Claud Coltman, Reginald Sorensen, 
MP, and others. 

The cost is £4 per head, or as much 
of this sum as can be afforded. Ap- 
plicants should send a booking fee of 
2s. 6d. to: FoR, 38, Gordon Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


MARGARET TIMS 
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CAN well understand G. I. 

Bennett’s indignation because 
many pacifists are unable to pin their 
faith in World Government. 


We could all describe conditions in which 
WG would work. But those conditions do 
not exist today, and it is a disservice to 
peace to ignore realities. 


We discussed this issue at the World 
Pacifist Meeting in India, and came to the 
Gandhian conclusion that the failure to 
disarm, to make the League of Nations and 
World Government work is due to the fact 
that the real causes of modern war are in- 
herent in society itself, and arise in the 
main from irreconcilable demands for the 
éarth’s resources, and for the markets by 
which to procure them. 


The fears which torment the nations to- 
day are not chimeras but arise from the 
uncertainties of conflicting national econo- 
mies. Here are some of the Conference’s 
conclusions: 


“ The key to world peace lies in the develop- 
of an economy which by its nature is 
peaceful and produces none of the stresses 
‘which lead to war.” The present economy 
of most nations leads to an endless “ ex- 
pansion of material demands which be- 
comes the dominant factor in home and 
foreign policy. 

“So long as the aim of nations is ever- 
rising standards of material living, there 
can be little hope for anything in the 
.nature of World Government, since in a 
materialistic society those countries with 
high standards of living will not cease to 
plan and strive to maintain and even to 
‘raise them, notwithstanding that by so 
doing they will stimulate revolt and ideo- 
logical upheavals in other parts of the 
world, which in turn will cause them to 
devote larger and larger percentages of 
their national income to militarism and 
to the buttressing of collapsing national 
economies, as is happening in our time.” 


“Tt is to the recovery and reclamation of 
_ spiritual values that we must look for the 
solution of our major national and world 
problems. 


“To ask for Disarmament (or World 
Government) without removing the fears 
‘that are responsible for armaments is to 
trifle with reality. It is necessary to face 
the grim fact that amidst the injustices, 
the inequalities, the privations, the tyran- 
,nies, the conflicting ideologies of power 
politics, the mounting financial, economic 
.and political problems of our age, disarma- 
ment is an idle dream. A peace propa- 
,ganda that is unrelated to a policy of 
ifundamental social reconstruction and 
‘human transformation will fail in its 
‘purpose, in a period when time is fast 
running out.” 


These conclusions are worth pondering. 
WILFRED WELLOCK 


A call to common action 


WHAT I propose saying here is the re- 
** sult of some amount of observation 
and thought over a number of years. The 
Teason for saying it is that I am convinced 
it raises an issue of vital importance for 
the future of the peace cause. 


It would be interesting to know how 
many peace organisations and groups of 
varying strengths and points of view exist 
throughout the country. Moreover, how 
many of the people we encounter in the 
drdinary course of events know either of 
their existence or for what they stand? 
For the initiated the mystic abbreviations 
PPU, WRI FoR, NPC, MFWG, CP, CC, 
PC, and so on, possess a definite significance 
and meaning, but not for the uninitiated 
If they have any dim understanding at all 
Yegarding their purpose, the whole collec- 
tion is dismissed as being too insignificant 
to deserve serious attention. 


: That, surely, betokens a most important 
state of affairs. If unity makes for 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


F.A.U. INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
STEEP, PETERSFIELD, HANTS. 
FFERS young religious and humanitarian 
“ Ppacifists constructive service with its 
amall international membership, undertaking 
agricultural, reconstructional and_ other 

manual work in England and abroad. 
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WINSTON CHURCHILL, IN WAR AND PEACE 


A new critical biography by 
EMRYS HUGHES M.P. 
250 Pages Mlustrated. Price 2a. 6d. 


; UNITY PUBLISHING CO., LTD. 
26 Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4 


‘The latest books, pamphlets and 

periodicals (whether or not reviewed in 

Peace News) are always available from 
the pacifist Booksellers 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


‘Send s.a.c. for latest list. Mail order specialists: 


Pacifism and World Government — A united pacifist movement 9 


_—The Labour Party and Conscription 


strength, why perpetuate an innumerable 
number of comparatively weak units, whose 
only justification for existence is that they 
try jealously to safeguard some peculiar 
emphasis or aspect of their peace message ? 
One hesitates to say what may appear un- 
kind or ungrateful.. Unquestionably in 
their own sphere of activity each of these 
separate groups has done good work and 
made a valuable contribution to their com- 
mon cause. But in view of the world situa- 
tion, together with the ever more pro- 
nounced military tendencies in this country, 
has the time not arrived when questions of 
distinctive witness should give way before 
a much more urgent necessity ? 


Notwithstanding the varieties of 
approach to the peace issue represented in 
these different groups already mentioned, 
there should be enough in common among 
them to enable a national peace movement 
to come into being, which should be suf- 
ficiently strong to focus general attention 
upon itself. Instead of small groups main- 
taining a more or less precarious life, all 
the sections of peace thought and activity 
in the country would be able to speak with 
a united voice. 


Of such a movement the present group 
of really peace-minded members of Parlia- 
ment could make a most useful spearhead, 
supported by all, whether actuated by 
moral, social, or religious impulses, who be- 
lieve that the creation of a peace conscious- 
ness is the first necessity of the present 
time. The situation is so serious as not 
to allow of minor issues of disagreement 
standing in the way of common action. 
Such an organisation as I have al] too in- 
adequately tried to outline would do much 
to mobilise the now rather dissipated 
energies and loyalties of peace lovers who 
are suffering under.a sense of frustration 
and _ ineffectiveness. 

(Rev.) H. J. DALE 


The Manse, 
Maulden, Beds. 


(We cannot too strongly endorse Rev. H. 
J. Dale’s appeal for a united and rcpre- 
sentative pacifist movement—which does 
not at present exist. When it does exist, 
Peace News will be glad to spread its 
united message.—Ed. PN). 


We must prove our case 


IN my public lecture at Victeria Hall on 
a Feb. 5 to some thousand people, I gave 
the facts of modern atom war and of the 
Hydrogen Bomb, something I also have 
done in my recent lectures at Oxford and 
Cambridge and Birmingham Universities, 
the title of my lecture to the Society at 
the last being “ The Scientist in the Atom 
Age.” 


I put neutrally and dispassionately the 
inescapable fact that modern bacterio- 
logical and atom war, quite apart from the 
“ vibrational”? war with which my name is 
associated, rendered Defence absolutely 
impossible. Also that we were spending 
800 millions a year on quite useless defence 
forces. 


The reaction to these lectures, given 
usually to packed houses, with an hour or 
two of questions afterwards, was poignant 
. .. but still sceptical. Now, to come to my 
crux, the feeling is that the pacifists are 
rather footling people and “ cranks.” That 
they have na scientific basis. That they are 
“ unpatriotic.” 


Might I venture to point out that the 
“ crankishness ” of many pacifists has held 
many people away from the movement. 
That sentiment alone, like “ brain” alone, 
ean be dangerous and inimical to this con- 
cept that we have entered a “ four- 
dimensional stage” of war which renders 
all killing ridiculous. Force cannot kill 
force. Not any longer. But we must not 
only say it but prove it. 


I myself am not a dyed in the wool paci- 
fist. I believe that physical force is justi- 
fied in self-defence. I merely think it silly 
in face of the facts. Also —we need a new 
approach to war, as I am setting out in all 
my recent books and as in 1987 I set out in 
“World Birth” which has gone into many 
countries. 


SHAW DESMOND 


Leicester House, 
5 Montpeliar Row, Twickenham. 


Make them all hangmen 


S it is unlikely I shall be invited to give 

evidence before the Commission on 
Capital Punishment, I should like to make 
use of your columns to put forward a 
suggestion. 


I suggest that the office of Executioner 
be abolished and in its place a list of per- 
sons be drawn up, comparable to a Jury 
list, who could be called upon as and when 
required to carry out the hangman’s work. 


The list would consist of all the adult 
persons now residing in Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. The only exceptions 
would be those who, for conscientious 
reasons, objected to the taking of human 
life under any circumstances whatever, 
whether personally or by proxy. 


Shortly before an execution was due to 
take place the home secretary would shut 
his eyes and stick a pin through the 
above-mentioned list. The person so indi- 
cated would then receive a notice calling 
upon him to attend at a certain prison upon 
a given day and hour when he would be 
required to hang a fellow creature by the 
neck until he was dead. 


_ In the event of the person so called fail- 
ing to appear he (or she) would be liable 


4 


to a fine of not exceeding £1,000 or 12 
months imprisonment. 


I feel convinced that a simple alteration 
of the law along these lines would com- 
pletely revolutionise our whole attitude to- 
wards the question of capital punishment. 


BRAINWAVE 
(name and address enclosed). 


‘sConscription and his vote” 


ERBERT BRYAN deplores the con- 
scriptionist arguments of his Labour 
canvasser. 


D. A. Jameson writes from rural Bucks 
to tell your readers that the bitterest 
opponents of Labour there were family 
voters who hate conscription and thought 
the Conservatives would “adopt another 
policy.” 


In the Hastings division of Sussex things 
were not so simple. 


The Conservative candidate (director of 
a Tory newspaper which opposes conscrip- 
tion on military grounds) stood out bravely 
for conscription of boys who have no votes. 
Such an unjust policy did not stop him win- 
ning this largely agricultural division. 


The Liberal candidate opposed “ peace 
time conscription,” and got some votes 
thereby. 


The Labour candidate, having invoked 
the name of Keir Hardie, when challenged 
defended conscription and said it was fine. 
Later in the same_ speech, blushing all 
over, he said he would like some day to 
abolish conscription, though he did not say 
why a younger generation should be denied 
the benefits of esprit de corps etc., and of 
the other alleged attributes of conscription 
of which he has so high an opinion. 


At the final Labour rally the principal 
speaker was a prominent member of the 
Peace Pledge Union. 


We are told that pacifist MPs were free 
to speak the truth “at every election meet- 
ing.” But the pacifist MP who came to 
Hastings some months ago, when questioned 
on conscription said he did not come to ex- 
press his own opinions, but those of his 
party. 

Opponents of conscription should wel- 
come the present political situation. Every 
unsuccessful Labour candidate who failed 
to oppose compulsory militarism should be 
reproached for letting down the moral 
leadership of the British Section of the 
Internationa] brotherhood of Labour. 


PHILIP MILLWOOD 


Fairlight, 
Sussex. 


if | had been the canvasser... 


MPANY readers must have agreed with 
~ Herbert Bryan when he regretted the 
road travelled by the Labour Party on the 
question of conscription. 


But it is possible to go too far in 
imagining: 

(1) that all members of the party 
agree with what the canvassers who called 
on him had to say. I did some canvas- 
sing in the same constituency, and Her- 
bert Bryan would certainly have met 
with a different response it I had hap- 
pened to cal) on him; 


(2) that in the early days of the party, 
Keir Hardie’s pacifism was really under- 
stood and accepted by the rank and file 
membership. In just the same way we 
talk of the retrogression of the Churches 
as if every member of the New Testa- 
ment Church were a Peter or a Paul. 


I am not arguing for complacency, either 
on the conscription issue, or with regard to 
the state of the Churches, but we do not 
do our causes any good by exaggerated 
pessimism. 


On the immediate point at issue, making 
full allowance for the failings of the Labour 
Party on this question, I have no doubt that 
there is still more genuine 
conscriptionist feeling within it than the 
Conservative Party. Our task is to in- 
crease and to make vocal that feeling, an 
approach which seems to me rather more 
constructive than that of your corres- 


pondent. 
(Rev.) ERNEST DAWE 


Dalston Congregational Church, 
Middleton Road, 
Dalston, E.8. 


Is Labour Socialist ? 


P)OUGLAS ROGERS writes: “ right 

down at the core of things the issue 
represented in the clash between Tory and 
Labour is, crudely and searchingly though 
may be ,that of a revolution. At their roots 
the Conservative and Labour Parties 
represent totajly opposed concepts of what 
should constitute the motive force in 
society.” 


I suppose it depends what you mean by 
roots. Undoubtedly the Labour Party was 
originally in opposition to the Tories, but 
looking back over the last five years, I can- 
not see how a government that supported 
every reactionary clique on the grounds 
that the other side was Communist has any- 
thing to do with building Socialism or any 
connection with revolution. I cannot be- 
lieve that a truly socialist government 
would invariably be in agreement with the 
foreign policy of capitalist America. 


This is not to say that I don’t prefer the 
Labour Party to the Conservative Party. 
After all it is always possible that the 
Labour Party may one day remember its 


anti-! 


e have 
Health 
ok 


socialism, and in the meantime W 
some crumbs in the shape of the 
Service and British Railways to be thé! 
ful for; but “ totally opposed ” seems to 
a gross exaggeration. 

WILLIAM BLATCHFORD 
73 South Hill Park, 

London, N.W.3. 


We all hate each other 


XHE human race may stand on the vers? 
of the greatest catastrophe in its he 
pare yet this crisis is as old as Man ou | 
self. 
relationship. The relationship which & 
between nation and nation is but 4 9 
jection of the relationship which exists ie 
tween man and man. And_ everywh 
members of the same social group, an vet 
of the same family, are fighting each 0 
as bitterly as nations fight wars. we 


We all hate each other so much. , 
resent people who are different from on 
selves; we resent different ideas and 4 
ferent ways of life. We resist them "i 
stead of trying to accept and understau 
them. The great problem for the indy 
dual is to retain his own ideas, without fee" 
ing that it is a personal affront for ane 
one to hold contrary views. We needy 
deep humility, a real understanding of ov 
own imperfection and of the difficulties fy 
others. We all seem to think in terms © 
our success and another’s failure, but 
must try to realise that we all need & 
other. 


So what, in all this, is the position 4 
pacifism ? Pacifism is an integra] pa 
a way of life. We need not feel 4 
heartened that few accept this way of als 
The nature of human bejngs changes slot 
t 


and it is better that it should do s0 
change fundamentally, than that - 
should change quickly and change suPé 
ficially. We have no right to expect otf@, 
to accept pacifism. We must leave it t0%, 
lives to be our judge. Therefore we hee 
well remember that the angry or ders!” 
word is as un-pacifist as the machine-8™ 
In the present crisis we may considel 
such solutions as unilateral disarmamel 
pacifist political action, or world govert 
ment. Yet the crisis goes much deeper ths 


that. It is here, in the hearts of all of be 
ANTHONY RODWA! 
Oxted, 
Surrey, 


Stornoway cadets 


J WAS interested to read in Peace New 

(Jan. 13) that the Stornoway (Li wy 
Cadets had refused their annual Admits 
grant because they object to giving be 
war training. 

Pacifists ought to know and remembé 
that all such organisations including “is 
Boys’ Brigade and Scouts were faced “Ne 
a very strong recommendation from .% 
War Office (equivalent to an ultimatum) 
the year 1910, that if they did not bec, 
Cadets all privileges (i.e., use of sti 
equipment, the inspection by | milil®. 
officers in uniform) would be withdr@?, 
This was a serious threat at the time ©) 
to the honour of all organisations, the Fe 
posal was rejected by, I believe, 
cent, 


Camp equipment was withdraw? 
about a year but reinstated later. 


When conscription was introduced 11 4 as 


fof 


another attempt was made to use the Bae 


cadets. The position was so critical 
the Annual Conference held in Glare | 
left the decision to each Company. they 
few Companies donned khaki, 20¢ » the 
were douked upon as the black sheep 7 
amily. 
Wm, WISHAPT 
13 Railway Approach, 

Worthing, Sussex. 


reneenr Ag? 


From Peace News, March 29, er 


What is our job? It is simply 
pacifiste. . oa we 

We have signed a pledge again” 
war now, war in our world, our wre m 
of war. Some people hold that wat © pet 
ing political violence, has alway’ gh 
wrong. But that is not the point geht? 
point is that we have pledged f 
against it now and for the future Gi 

* + * cha 

Replying to German propaganda hifé 
that the average expectation 0! | am 
India was 23 years the British GY 
declared it- was 26 years. 

* * ‘ * jous ot 

Mr. K. Makins, the first conscien come 
jector to be arrested for refusal be 
with National Service Act, has 
court-martialled in Edinburgh ¢ de 

He was sentenced to 60 dav® ‘1, 
which was afterwards remitted , V nt 
Commander to 14 days. ew af r 
fore entitled to appear agat 
Appellate Tribunal. 


| RENOUNCE WARANDIWILL T 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION A 
This pledge, signed by each member 4 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union- 
YOUR pledge to 
pledg: ERS 


P.P.U. HEADQUART 


wel 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh 


Fundamentally it is a crisis in h an i 
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LTCHFORD 


1er 


Ways OWLGLASS: 


™ Something to grumble about has 
Written to me about espionage, 
Which seems to be on his mind. 

* Says recent trials reminded him that 
Str Government probably employs spies, 
nd wants to know how much they cost 


on the vert? and says it’s tough having to pay taxes 


he in its Be 
as Man him 
isis in hum. 
» which ex} 
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. meureee people to do demoralising 
or 


Melt I know we’ve got a spy department, 

tit is called by the much nicer name 

“Intelligence, probably to distinguish it 
M the rest of the Foreign Office. 


member reading between the wars that 
ve ecret Service cost taxpayers some 
*w hundred thousands a year, but it 
Must be much more now as the price of 
wblicity must have risen like any other 
“Mmodity, though not so much as 
“bacco as there’s no shortage. 


* 


Werner Secretly Intelligent activities 

, are demoralising I wouldn’t know, as 
€ never tried to hide my own jntelli- 
hing but always make the best show of 
Mhat [ve got. 


*™ust remember that to a patriot, ser- 
we of one’s country takes precedence 
the, ordinary rules of behaviour, which, 
Mush excellent in their place, must be 
t CTificed to national interests abroad and 
or Preservation of law and order at 
e, 
ea Rood Secret Servant, I imagine, never 
beytses professional duty with private 
haviour, and never double-crosses the 


finally joined the British pay-roll because 
the money was good. 


Starting at the bottom of the ladder as a 
copper’s nark while practising as a pick- 
pocket with a steady sideline of black- 
mail, he rose rapidly in reputation until 
he could demand top rates as a stool- 
pigeon from any police force in Europe. 


At the height of his powers it was said that 
there wasn’t another man in the country 
(whichever it was) who could make a 
man give his best friend away without 
knowing it in so short a time. 


He was very thorough and conscientious. 
“The frame-up is the framework of 
society,” he would say; and on more than 
one occasion he was known to marry a 
woman in order to get enough evidence 
to hang her father. 


He once boasted to me that he had taken 
the oath of secrecy and loyalty to three 
different organisations 
and had the whole lot in prison before 
the week was out. 


% 


BRUT in later,years the strain of overwork 
began to tell on him. The habit of 
creating wrong impressions for King 
and Country (or President and Country, 
as the case might be), began to creep into 
his private affairs and influence his rela- 
tions with his employers. 


He gradually became incapable of telling 
the truth even when there was no need 
not to. He got to the stage when, if any- 
one asked him the time, he would auto- 
matically tell them wrong. 


in one evening: 


BRITAIN: To the leaders of each political 
party the Women’s International League 
has sent the following letter: “The WIL 
is gravely concerned by the decision of the 
President of the USA to develop the 
Hydrogen Bomb. The conscience of the 
peoples demands that a halt be called to 
this development of the means of destruc- 
tion. We ask you and your Party to press 
that a meeting of the heads of the USA, 
USSR and the UK be convened to consider 
the complete renunciation of atomic 
weapons as a step towards the abandon- 
ment of the use of force.” 


DENMARK: During the summer a holiday 
camp for young people from 15 to 18 years 
old will be run by Professor Gattegno. The 
professor has made special studies on the 
problem of getting young people from dif- 
ferent countries to mix together socially 
without learning each other’s languages, 
and his ideas will be put into practice at the 
camp. 


ISRAEL: Norway’s project to raise a 
memorial in Israel] to the 27 Jewish refugee 
children killed in a plane crash near Oslo 
recently, has turned into an_ international 
exchange of good will. A nation-wide drive 
by Norwegians to contribute 30 buildings to 
a pioneer farm colony in Israel has already 
secured guarantees for 18 of the structures. 
Meanwhile, the Israeli Federation of 
Labour, knowing of the shortage of citrus 
fruits in Norway, is shipping 1,000 cases of 
oranges to Norwegian school children. 
;p 


KENYA: Conscription for Europeans hus 
been agreed to in principle by the Kenya 
Government. 


BRISTOL TRIBUNAL 
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WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


POLAND: Confronted by the unwillingness 
of the USA to send penicillin extractors to 
Yoland, the government has now opened its 
first penicillin factory in Tarchomin, near 
Warsaw.—W P. 


SWEDEN: Research into peace problems is 
being organised by a group of scientists and 
engineers in Gothenburg, Sweden, in con- 
nection with a proposed Sociological Insti- 
tute. Specially stressed is the importance 
of teamwork between researchers in dif- 
ferent fields, 


SWITZERLAND: General de Tassigny, 
C-in-C Western Union Land Forces, has had 
lectures in Berne on the dangers of Com- 
munism cancelled because they might in- 
fringe Swiss neutrality. 


USA: Ohio ministers have condemned the 
manufacture of the hydrogen and atom 
bombs and have called upon President 
Truman and Congress to lead a peace effort 
to abolish such weapons. In a resolution 
adopted at final sessions of the Ohio 
Pastors’ Convention the clergymen said the 
production of such bombs “threatens the 
very existence of mankind and therefore is 
un-Christian.” Renewal of military con- 
scription laws was also opposed. 


YUGOSLAVIA: Sigrid Lund, Norwegian 
Quaker and pacifist was one of the three 
representatives from Norway at ‘the 
Women’s International Day celebrations. 


Up and Doing ! 
It’s a great feeling ... 


. .. to know that others are working 
for peace elsewhere, and at considerable 
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CENTRAL HALL 


(Continued from page one) 


(starred with the denial of that philo- 
sophy. 

Pacifists should not be content with re- 
nouncing war but should be able to name 
practical proposals. In that connection she 
supported Mr. H. N. Brailsford’s proposals 
for the neutralisation of Germany. 


She denied the prevalent idea that the 
cause of war preparations was the conflict 
of ideologies. The cause was, as always, 
power politics. , 

She concluded by recalling that it was 
Passion Week, the best time of all to make 
the choice made by Christ who chose the 
right and cast away the wrong. 


» Sybil Morrison made a strong appeal to 
people to join their movement by signing 
the pledge to renounce war. That pledge, 
she said, was what you made it; the PPU 
did not tell you what yow must do; you 
interpreted it yourself. All they asked was 
that you make of it what you thought 
right, 

But in so doing, she added, you had the 
movement behind you, and you would be 
helping to create that small minority, of 
which Vera Brittain had spoken, large 
enough to make itself felt. 


The inflluence of individual acts 


, Michael Tippett said he had a heartening 
iexperience recently when he read in a news- 
ipaper that a parson in Bexhill had decided 
ito carry out a form of fasting at this Pas- 
isiontide to try and bring to’the awareness 
‘of others the problem of the drift to war. 


_ He wondered where he had read it before, 
jand then had a moment of pride in their 
‘little movement because he had read it in 
their paper, Peace News. 

That brought out sqmething which he 
believed very deeply—that what touches 
people is individual acts. 

He.believed such acts told more at this 

‘time than what might be called peace 
propaganda. 
' As an artist, his one joy, one necessity, 
‘one duty, was to create beauty in a des- 
itructive world. But though he had a fear 
of war he knew he could not run away. He 
‘also found that when by an effort of will 
he got rid of that fear and depression, he 
attained an ideal condition of mind, in 
which he felt free from that part himself 
-and of others which did not fit into an ideal 
jworld. 


'The way to divine union 


But the splitting of the atom was a sym- 
‘bot of the release of a great destructive 
power within ourselves. 

People on both sides believed they were 

right and tought with the intensity and 
: courage ot morality. They could gnly see 
; tne waite here and the black there. Be- 
! cause this golit was so deep the iron 
, curtain had become a horrible fixation. 
: Gandhi stood as an absolute symbol of 
‘some union across the divisions of his own 
‘country, and that was why he was looked 
‘upon as divine. Other figures were Nansen, 
‘bernadotte, Michael Scott. 
{| These men he honoured and loved because 
‘they loved human beings whom he was not 
able to go and talk to, so they stood for 
that divine union. 

He felt it was not yet the time for move- 
ments to become that symbol of human 
unity; that still rested with individuals. 

The youn men of the War Resisters 
International stood alone, but our movement 
was there to see that they were not alone; 
and ‘he'believed that in our fellowship at 
that moment we might bring to pass a 
measure of union within this divided world. 


Labour Pacifist Fellowship calls 
for ‘Bold Socialist Foreign Policy’ 


A MOTION deeply regretting the apathy 
*™ of the Labour movement towards Inter- 
national Socialism will be moved by Will 
Elliott, at the Labour Pacifist Fellowship’s 
1Mth AGM on April 1. 

"As evidence. of this apathy the motion 

cites: 

1. The diminishing number of resolutions 
on Conference Agenda, dealing with in- 
ternational! affairs. 

2. The failure of Labour’s National Execu- 
tive Committee to re-introduce the cus- 
tom of inviting fraternal delegates to 
annual conference from Socialist’ Parties 
of other countries and the failure of the 

+» rank and file at Conference to demand 
the re-introduction of this custom. 

8. The absence of any challenge to the 
policy of the NEC and the Government 

. on foreign affairs with the exception of 


the challenge of Communist “ fellow 
travellers.” 
A motion put forward by the LPF’s 


Executive Committee calls for a bold Socia- 
list foreign policy and “ the calling together 
of the USA, USSR and other powers for 
fresh efforts to outlaw the H-bomb.” 


» Reginuld Sorensen, MP, will open the 
faeeting, at Hope House, Great Peter Street 
Westminster, at 2 p.m. with a Presidential 
Address. 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd.. Landon, N.4. by 
Peace News Ltd. Printed by W. F. Clifford Printing 
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“DO THE WAYS TO PEACE CONVERGE?” 
National Peace’ Council 
Conference 


HE annual conference of the National Peace Council was held last 
weekend at Elfinsward, Haywards Heath, and took as its title, “Do 


the Ways of Peace Converge?” 


The chair was taken by John W. Lawrence (British Attache to USSR, 1942-45) 
who explained that their purpose there was not to form policies or pass resolutions 


but to exchange ideas and try to find a 


The speakers at the Friday evening 
session were John Lawrence and Leslie 
Smith (Director, NPC). The questions 
were asked from the platform—‘‘ Need we 
denounce each other sq much? ”—and, “Are 
our various methods compatible? ” 


Leslie Smith said they needed to consider 
the prospects as accepted by the various 
ideologies. For example: What was_ the 
attitude of the NPC to Communist bodies? 

One section might say—“ By all means 
unite, the situation is pressing.” Another 
would reply—‘‘ Whatever following we have 
would be diminished if Communists joined 
us.” They needed enlightenment on such 
questions. 


Is Labour complacent? 


On Saturday morning Lord Chorley 
(formerly Professqr of Commercial and 
Industrial Law, London University) spoke 
on “The Soc’y] Democratic Approach,” as- 
serting that pacifism was stronger in the 
Labour Party than in any other democratic 
party. 

Speaking of the question of “ peace and 
the preservation of human life,” he said 
he had first thought of putting that first, 
but on reflection decided that many people 
thought other things came first, such as 
independence and freedom. 

As for expansion of territory, Lord 
Chorley said, it is not and probably never 
again will be, part of British foreign policy. 

In the discussion following, Corder Catch- 
pool said he had listened with deep regret 
to “the complacence with things as they 
are” in the Labour Party. He found that 


INDIA AND PAKISTAN 


Arms money needed 


for reconstruction 


FL\NUMERATING factors making for in- 

stability in India, when she gave at 
Friends’ Meeting House, Nottingham, on 
Sunday (March 19) the concluding talk in 
a series entitled, ‘‘The Awakening East— 
Peace or War ?”, Mrs. Grace Lankester said 
that although popviation was the long- 
term danger the immediate problem was the 
India-Pakistan dispute. 


“It is an extraordinary tense and tragic 
situation, and it would not be right if I 
minimised it,” said the speaker. “ At the 
moment there is fear and suspicion on both 
sides ... anything that the Prime Minister 
of India says is perverted in the Pakistan 
press, and vice-versa. The mass emigration 
of population which has started again in 
Bengal is keeping back a great deal of con- 
structive work.” 

The tragic thing was, said Mrs, Lan- 
kester, that both India and Pakistan were 
spending half their budget on defence, 
while money was wanted tremendously 
for constructive work. 


Menace of over-population 


Speaking of the menace of over- 
population was 320 millions, and _ the 
annual increase was five millions—the 


speaker said that when viewed in conjunc- 
tion with the shortage of food they were 
faced with a race against time if they were 
thinking of the threat of Communism, be- 
cause Communism fed on poverty and 
ignorance. 


“If India can make a settlement with 
Pakistan and go ahead with all her great 
projects of food growing and_ industrial 
development, there may be yet time_for 
India to be in such a condition that Com- 
munism cannot take root.” 

She was hopeful that, although there 
might be no change in the next few years, 
with the spread of education in India the 
birth-rate would go down, as had happened 
in other countries. 

The All-India Women’s Conference was 
advocating family planning—even in such 
backward areas as Hyderabad. 

We could help bring about the unity 
which ultimately there must be between 
India and Pakistan, by not taking sides, 
said Mrs. Lankester. More conciliators 
were needed to show the two countries how, 
at present, they were “cutting each other’s 
throats.” 


INTERCESSION SERVICE 
IN LONDON 


“WE are meeting together to seek 

Y guidance and help, that the terrible 
shadow at present darkening the lands of 
India and Pakistan might be for ever lifted 
from ‘this earth,” said the Rev. Austen 
Williams, MA, at an India-Pakistan Inter- 
cession Service last week at St, Martin-in- 
the-Fields Church. 

About 70 people were present. 

In a prayer for the peace and welfare 
of the two countries, all were asked to feel 
a personal responsibility for increasing the 
spirit of goodwill, forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 


_which even now could shock temperance | 
| reformers. 


common platform, 


very different from the days when that 
Party was so enthusiastic for peace. 


_ Ethel Lewis (PPU) said that whatever 
importance we attached to independence 
and freedom, it shocked her to hear the pre- 
servation of human life and all that it 
implied referred to as a comparatively 
minor factor in national affairs. 


Scientists leaving atom plants 


The Saturday evening session was de- 
voted to ‘The Individual’s Responsibility 
for Peace” and opened with a brilliant ad- 
dress by Dr. Alex Comfort. 


“ All humans,” said Dr. Comfort, “ were 
aggressive; all humans were irrational.” 
Social behaviour was curbed by the State, 
but national inclinations had no such curb. 
War was a form of group delinquency, and 
World Government felt that it should be 
treated in the same way as_ individual 
delinquency. 


One remarkable thing happening today | 
in Britain and America was the withdrawal ; 
of scientists from atom bomb centres. Men 
had suddenly discovered pressing engage- 
ments elsewhere, others were becoming 
genuinely ill. 


The Christian approach 


Discussion on this subject was introduced 
by D. M. Mackinnon, Professor of Moral 
Philosophy, Aberdeen University. 

Christ went about doing good, he said, | 
healing the sick, consoling the sad; yet 
there was a worldliness in the Gospels 


Christians might take part in peace 
movements, but if they were wise they 
should make reservations, for there was no | 
point at which they might not be tempted— | 
“Man makes idols of his own ideals and 
bows down before them, only to find they 
are made in his own image.” { 


The Communist case 


R. Palme Dutt, Vice-chairman, British 
Communist Pgrty, spoke on “The Com- 
munist Revolutionary ,Way,” and said an 
effective effort for peace depended on a 


common platform. 


The Communist rejected war as an in- 
evitable fact of society, seeing it as an 
historical phenomenon through class 
rivalry. He believed that for the elimina- 
tion of war there must be a changed social 
system. To the Communist there were just | 
and unjust wars. 

During the discussion Rev. J. Fraser 
McJLuskey (Sub-Warden, Army Chaplain’s 
Training Dept., Bagshot Park) believed 
that people concerned for the cause of peace 
should be sure that those with whom they 
worked shared the same ideas of what 
Peace really meant. 


Summing up 


At the fina) session the Conference was 
summed up.by Dr. Olaf Stapledon. | 


It was true, he said, that the various 
ways converged, but no single one would 
take us to the goal. Something in each 
would help. 


Labovg had missed a great opportunity 
for securing world peace; we should have 
remained after the war independent of | 
America and Russia. The Government 
should have said— We must keep our in- 
dependence; we might starve—but we shall 
not starve to the extent that our souls 
would starve.” 

He declared that the ordinary English- 
man feared and distrusted Communism 
when it claimed to stand for peace. For 
Communism meant to them the police state. 
They felt that ruthless things went_on in 
Russia; and he appealed to Palme Dutt— 
“if these stories are mythical, explode 
them; if true, explain them.” ce 
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No. 715 
This mighty mass of the Russian arma o 715 
and their satellites’ lies like a fearit! —— 
cloud over the German people, and tht ly 
Allies could give no direct protection +*! NON-y 
I say without hesitation that the ef | 


tive defence of European frontiers cant 
be achieved if a German contribution 
excluded from the thoughts of those @ 
are responsible, 


—Winston Churchill, House # 
Commons, March 16, 1950 


- . yet when we achieved, and the new 
worla dawned, the old men came o# 
agam and took from us our victory. 


—T. E. Lawrence. Seven Pillars of 
Wisdom, 1926 


{t has long been argued by those whi 

hold the view that in some circu 
stances war is justifiable, that if Brie 
and her Allies of the first world war i 
not allowed Germany to re-arm there W? 
have been no second world war, In ist 
tne 1esson to be learned from the mista 
of the past, was that the only certain We 
to peace lay in fighting Hitler to “ um " 
ditionat surrender,” and afterwards se@™ 
to it that never again should Germany poe 
sess armaments, 


This policy has been carried out, event 
the extent of dismantling tactories vetel 
cculd have been turned over to much n wid | 
civil production, simply in order to 8% 
the danger which might lie in the Ger 0 
ability to convert their ploughshares ue 
weapons. : 


Germany has been made the scapes 
for the last two wars; they have bee# 
dicted as the makers of wars, the only, 
turbers of an otherwise peaceful world: 
has been constantly re-iterated that 
grievous losses, the long drawn out ago 
of six years of unceasing strife, cou be 
be fully understood, and truly justified ), 
the certainty that never again would ® 
possible for Germany to be equippé 
war. 


Nuremburg now forgotten 


It has not taken long, apparently, 1 wt 
get the Nuremburg trials and the lis, 
war crimes, which were to be so ener GS" 
upon living memory that it would be 1 or 
sible for Germany to take part in a ft 
war. That Mr. Churchill, who has 59°"; 
boasted that it was because his prophet) | 
in regard to the inherent militarism vor! 
German race were disregarded, that w 
War II became inevitable, should nov the 
demanding that the Government preset ins : 
Germans to him, on a plate, as Br gf 
essential allies, is a major feat 
disingenuovsness. tw? 
The military victories of the last ofort 
wars—crowned with laurels withere@, "of 
they were won—have borne the fruity salt 


ripe for loading the warheads of tn€ | oy 

which will carry destruction to all U%) ory 

of the earth; and still the “ old men 

“Arm! Arm !” 

Led by bankrupt statesmen au 

iv! 

If the peoples of the world are 42° yn | 

it is because they are afraid tO — g0 ) 


he 


deceived, not because the writing on 
u o 


wall; they have accepted. the lea 
statesmen, who are as bankrupt tice ; 
structive ideas as a homicidal lumii? ow 
have, thereby, lost any sense 0 
personal responsibility. a ont 
It should be obvious to all, that * 
is no freedom if it can only be he 
mutilation and murder of millions 
cent human beings, men, women yen - 
ren who have had no freedom hoo, " 


waderstand the issues, let alon 4 v 
The truth is that the choice bee wt 
day is not to arm Germany oF ris 
with Russia; it is to dis-arm, OF “| jf tt 
cop | 


If the human race is to be, S2¥© * 
is worth saving, then the ordinal. 
must be undegeived; Hes ae nd fo! 
them courage to abandon once ©) 1) thong 
the fatal method of war. Formidable itt 
it is, this is the work to whit hich "ys 
have set their hands and from sal vic 
is no turning until the only * an 
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AT ATOM PLANT: 40,000 MAKING BO 
50 ON MEDICAL RESEARCH 


GITUART MORRIS, General Secretary of 
the Peace Pledge Union and John Hoy- 
land, lecturer at Woodbrook College, Bir- 
mingham, were the principal speakers on 
“East-West: Atomic War or Peace,” at 
a public meeting in Oswestry, Shropshire, 
last Saturday. The meeting was arranged 
by the Oswestry and district Peace Gdoup, 
and Councillor Emily Rogers presided. 


Mr. Hoyland dealt mainly with the pos- 
sible effects of atomic energy on civilisation. 
In an atomic war, he said, our cities could 
survive no longer than 15 minutes, and so 
the one subject of public importance, at 
the moment, was a way to prevent such a 
war. It could be prevented he said, by a 
world authority, set up to control atomic 
discoveries. 

Mr. Hoyland’ described the atomic 
research laboratories in Tennessee, where 
40,000 experts were at work upon making 
atomic energy deadly to human life, and 50 


is won. MBS! 


“elt 
ack along> “yet! 


poratorie® 5 


engineers in a small sh 
sibilities 


magnificently equipped la 
experimenting with the POSS" aries: 
quering disease by atomic “nit h 
Mr. Hoyland explained th® 
optimistic feeling 1 Amerie necoull 
possible war with Russ! nritain ie 
the Americans realised tna! © hich © 
have to stand the first poe tt 
destroy her most importan 


Stuart Morris spoke on the Jescri 
between East and 3 
attitude to Russia during 
and said that the 
fear. It was up to_U5; 
penetrate the Iron Curtain ple 
and so banish the unrease 
pervaded the worid. 

To agree to the 
meant agreement . Wl 
said, and therefore 
responsibility. 


song 0 
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